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Abstract: The Genesis of Outer Carpathian Romanian Medieval dwns according to Nicolae lorgaThe
paper analyses the effect of Henri Pirenne’s ecastaimeory in the crystallization of Nicolae lorgatonception
about the decisive features involved in the urbenegis in outer Carpathian area. The core of teatgr
Romanian historian’s view stands in the importaoteommercial routes and foreign merchants in kstte
formation and Romanian medieval towns’ genesis.
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In a study previously published in this The quote is illustrative of the guiding
very same journal (D. &praroiu, 2003), we lines imposed to, and unfortunately entirely
noticed that, despite the delayed sketching of tleenbraced, by the Romanian historical research
criteria according to which one can state thafter the World War IlI; also, the ill-fated
urban character of Romanian medievabpposition outlined above was highly favoured
settlements, the Romanian historiographigy historical circumstances. Thus, while for the
witnessed an early beginning of the discussion gre-World War |l historiography some errors
the town concept's content. In this contextmight be due to the lack of archaeological data,
Romanian historians generally adopted one of tiilee post-World War Il period allowed the Marxist
two opposite positions: either totally denying th@aradigm (M. Roller, 1951; 1952) to profoundly
Romanians’ capacity of creating their own townsalter the normal track of the historical research,
or viewing the urban centres as an illustration afay too often and frequently willingly forcing
the high level of development of the Romaniathe adoption of false premises (A. Mihalache,
society going towards feudalization. 1999).

Although adverse, these opinions had a Without turning it into an excuse for the
common misleading conception of the town as Romanian historical research, one fact remains:
basically economic phenomenon. Consequentligr all European historiography it is only later
no matter the relationship between thé¢hat reassessing the relationship between political
feudalization of the Romanian society and thstructures’ evolution and the urban phenomenon
genesis of medieval towns, Romanian historiargenesis became a fundamental issue (G. Jehel,
constantly highlighted their economic role (M. DPh. Racinet, 1996). This constantly delayed need
Matei, 1997). One single difference is to be noteb detail the structural relationship connecting th
between pre- and post-World War Il historiangpolitical factor to the premises of medieval urban
the first consider theommercialrole of urban life might appear surprising, or even inexplicable,
centres as an essential one, while the later insisbne ignores the consequences of the profound
on the towns’ position agroducers of goodsn and persistent rooting of theconomistview in
the middle of "the process of segregationthe historical thinking on the European medieval
between craftsmanship and agriculture towns’ genesis (M. D. Matei, 1997).
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Due to the fundamental unity of theoutcome of international trading”tes centres le
medieval towns’ genesis in Western Europe, thg@us anciens de la vie urbaine ... ont été créés
influence of H. Pirenne’s economist theory (Hpar les marchands(H. Pirenne, 1917, p. 114) —
Pirenne, 1917, 1928, 1929) on Westerwas very popular among inter-war historians (M.
historiography (H. Sée, 1929; L. Febvre, 1922; . Matei, 1997, p. 15-19) such as N. lorga, Gh.
Rorig, 1955) is wunderstandable. HowevemBritianu, and, with some annotations, P. P.
ignoring regional peculiarities and variability, Panaitescu. In the following, we will only present
this seeming homogeneity — which actuall\N. lorga’ thesis, as he was tHeatriarclt of the
proved inaccurate even in Western contexts pre- and, in many respects, of post-World War |l
appeared deceiving for other European area®omanian historical research as well.

Such a procedural error allowed imposing Following sustained researches on the
general and consequently inadequate models palitical and economic realities in the Black Sea
particular circumstances. A typical case studBasin and neighbouring continental areas, N.
provides the adopting of Pirenne’s model by theorga postulated a direct relation between the
inter-war Romanian historiography. establishing and development of commercial

This is not the place for a detailed viewoutes and the genesis of the Romanian medieval
of the Belgian historian’s thesis. However, onstates: “Aldtuirea politid indoi, adia Tara
can keep in mind the basis of his theory, nameRoménest si Moldova, o cereagi mari nevoi de
the pre-eminent role of merchants and tradingata economi@ universai, care au prezidat la
activites in  European medieval towns'unificarea tarzie a vie taranesti libere in jurul
development. In his view, no civilization hosteccelor dod centre domngi.” (N. lorga, 1912, p.
urban life independent from trading and industry?). Eight years later, he would express the same
no matter the epoch, climate, peoples, or religioopinion: ‘terile romangti au fost intemeiatai
An urban gathering survives through importinglin [...] nevoia de a avea uriztor al drumului
food and exporting manufactured products ds..] care trecea prin teritoriul nostru. Atunci
payment for food. Necessity explains the townslomniile noastre au fost fundagiecu mijloacele
universality; much like an effect derives from amateriale date de drumienegustori pe aici.” (N.
cause, medieval towns originated directly fronborga, 1920a; 1928, p. 6; 1981, p. 62), to which
the commercial revival. There is actually also returns in 1924, in a more categorical note:
striking coincidence between the commercial antLa ligne de commerce du Danube inférieur
urban revival. Thus, one easily notices thas créera un Etat, et 'autre ligne de commerce, de la
the trading advances, the towns multiply alon@rimée, de Caffa, tout en accroissant
the natural routes used in commercial activitie$jmportance de la Pologne, de la nouvelle
thriving, so to speak, under their steps. At thPologne, qui est tout-a-fait distincte de
beginning, we can only see them on seashorésnciennes, dans la mouvement économique,
and river banks. Then, as the trading expandséera un autre Etat parallele avec celui qui
towns are also established along direct road%tablira d'abord dans les Carpathes pour
between those first activity centérgd. Pirenne, descendre bientdt jusqu’'a la ligne du Danube.
1928, p. 117-118; 2000, p. 87-88). Telle est la nécessité de la fondation, avec la rac

Through his undisputable competenceoumaine, d’'une principauté valaque, d'une cbte,
and strong formulations of this thesis, H. Pirenngour desservir la ligne du Danube inférieur, et
managed to put together a school of thoughtelle de la création, aprés quelques dizaines
becoming one of the most important historians id’années, vers 1.350-1.360, de la principauté de
the world. Accordingly, he and his work becamdloldavie, dans les vallées du Dniester, du Pruth,
a point of reference for contemporary Romaniadu SéretH. (N. lorga, 1924, p. 93-94). In 1928,
historians as well. Unfortunately, the unmitigatedhe title of one of his conferences stated his
transfer of his historical conclusions to the outdseliefs even more loudlyDrumurile de comer
Carpathian Romanian realities was one of thaeatoare ale statelor roméag@&Commercial
first big mistakes of our historic research on theoutes creators of Romanian states
matter. As already pointed out — and as | also

Pirenne’s view that the oldest urbarnntend to show in detail into a future contribution
centres of the Middle Ages are the direct N. lorga’s thesis will gain support among the
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next generation of Romanian historians, of whict'art arméniennes en Roumanipaper, he
the most representative were Ghatimu and P. stressed the XIV century documentary support
P. Panaitescu (cf.S. Papacostea, 2001).proving Armenian presence in Moldavia even
Moreover, N. lorga also opened in the Romanidpefore the state’s formation. As the Moldavian
historiography the conceptual debate on th&tate was formed through trading, those
Romanian medieval urban phenomenon’s origipracticing trading collaborated in forming the
and meaning (L. Lehr, 1965), often deliveringhational state in Moldavia, so the Armenians
wavering and even contradictory opinions on theight be somehow thought of &#oldavia’'s
decisive factors of the urban genesis. Followingarent$ (N. lorga, 1935, p. 10).
Pirenne’s thinking, and also inferring on his Although N. lorga advocated resolutely
convictions on commercial routes’ role in statdis opinions, his work does not lack, however,
formation, N. lorga placed a big and often criticahmbiguous statements. As already mentioned,
question mark upon the Romanian origin of ounne can identify bounteous oscillations between
first medieval towns. clear-cut and prudent ideas, even in

In fact, since 1920 the researchechronologically close papers; such is the case of
specified that the royaltfjpund outthe towns (N. the commercial roadsvs Romanian outer
lorga, 1920a; 1928, p. 106; 1981, p. 115); in th€arpathian medieval states timetable.
same year, he gave supplementary explanation in In the famous 1920 Old Roads
a conference held at thidational Bridges and conference he noted that the establishing of
Roads Schoolthe commercial routes linked toRomanian states, first of Wallachia, at Ayge
the beginnings of the political life in botharound 1.300, then of Moldavia, at Baia, around
Romanian countries were travelled by so mani.360, could be connected to the existence of a
merchants that at the location of their haltingorth-south commercial route going through
places Moldavia and Wallachia towns wer&Vallachia, and also to other two such routes
established (N. lorga, 1920b). For exampleggoing through Moldavia (N. lorga, 1920b). Later
“drumul moldovenesc eraitut de Germani din on, his opinion slightly shifted: the Moldavian
orasele Poloniei, &ci si Cracoviasi Lembergul commercial route predates the state, and therefore
au fost intemeiate de Neéim sub scutul regelui it was the commercial necessity which shaped the
polon, dar cu colokii —, si aceti Germani au political formula. This was not the case of
contribuit $ creeze orge si in partile noastre, pe Wallachia, where the commercial route was
cand altele au fost intemeiate desiisalin activated after the state formation (N. lorga,
Ardeal.” (N. lorga, 1920b, p. 11). 1939). Moreover, in a conference published after

Several years later, he stated the sanms death, the very role of commercial routes in
conclusion more firmly:”"Romanii n-aveau la the states’ genesis was questioned, stating that it
inceput targurisi orase. Acestea poaitici si  would be wrong to consider only trading routes
acolo mai mult nume dgtine, care ne luminedaz as generating our medieval states (N. lorga,
asupra originii lor...” (N. lorga, 1922, p. 213;1943).
1985, p. 137). “Peste tot intalnim In acestg®ra Even when talking about the occupations
straini care au venit cu dreptul lor, cu condiiu of the first town residents, N. lorga hesitated in
oraseneas# obisnuiti Tn patria lor pentru a the same paperfrom one page to another
intemeia colonii asefnitoare pe pmant betweenmerchantsandcraftsmen while at first
romanesc. (N. lorga, 1922, p. 262; 1985, p.he gave the pre-eminent role to the merchants (N.
161). Thus, “..nu e nici o ndoial astizi ci lorga, 1927, p. 30), he clearly stated later that i
orasele noastre nu sunt intemeiate ddoth countries most of the first town residents
romani’/"there is no doubt today that our townswvere the craftsmen (N. lorga, 1927). His opinions
were not established by RomanianSome of on their ethnic characteristic are also somehow
them, such as Baia, Siret, Suceava in Moldaviaquivocal: in Suceava’'s case, he first chose
Campulung or Targoyie in Wallachia were prudence, admitting an influx of Germanic
established by Galicia Germans, Saxons, @opulation from the “Transylvanian island of
Armenians (N. lorga, 1927, p. 30). Bistrita”, which only contributed to the

N. lorga’s work discloses his specialimportance and the prosperity of the Moldavian
cherishing of the Armenians. In the 19B50ses capital (N. lorga, 1889, p. 1); then, three decades
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