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Abstract: A candidate to the Walachian throne. Vlafiepg and his exile in Moldavia (1449-1452fhe exile

of the young Wallachian Prince was of great intisrésr the Romanian and foreign historiographersnfore
than a century. Because of the rapid sequenceesftgvthese times seem to transcend the our phisgyrical
narrative and appear to belong to a chivalry roraaktad Tepes’ refuge in Moldavia is a very significant
moment in history; it is also the time when he Imeeaan opponent of the Ottoman Empire. Just likether
states, towards the middle of the™®&entury, intrigues, conspiracies and politicalsei were part of the
political scene of the Moldavian State. As Prindadvmanaged to successfully overcome all the olestdabat
he encountered, he became once again one of tlkdates to the throne of Wallachia. This time heswa
supported by lancu de Hunedoara, the powerful afl@ransylvania.

The young Vlad, son of the late ruler Vladmeans of whom a peace and a matrimonial
Dracul, one of the supporters of the Christianlliance was concluded, and the Moldavian
fight, had become, maybe without wishing it, &oivode received help in his war against Vlad
close friend of the empire during the almost siPracul (L. Chalcocondil, 1958).
years spent both at the court of the sultan Murad We do not eliminate the hypothesis that
Il and in Minor Asia (R. Florescu, R. T. McVladislav Il may have represented the Turkish
Nally, 1992). The international situation isinterests in the area much better, compared to the
favourable to the young prince, who becomes thdungary defeated on the battlefield of the
ruler of Walachia in the autumn of 1448. TheChristian suffering, at Kossovopolje. It is in this
historical documents remind that prince Vlad wasamework that the letter sent by the young
endowed with money, ornaments and horses audivode Vlad to the citizens of Byav, in which
sent to Walachia with honours to rule, aftehe announced that he will make peace with lancu
having agreed to come every year to the Highf Hunedoara after his return from the anti-
Porte to bring his tribute and to be submitted t@ttoman campaign. It sheds a new light on the
the empire*. philo-Ottoman politics of Vladl'epe during his

Surprisingly, the Ottoman Empire wasshort reign (CSerban, 1976)
passively accepting his removal, just two months Defeated, Vlad set out to Adrianople to
later. The specialized literature brings forwardecover his throne. Without definite evidence, the
the idea that Vladislav Il reoccupied the thronkistorians support, with certain justified reserves
being helped by an army of Moldavia, led bythis series of eventsS( Andreescu, 1998). At
Peter Il. The argument in this sense was found ghelter in the Imperial Court, the wandering
a paragraph of the Byzantine historian Laonigoivode was going to wait for a new timely
Chalcocondil, in which it is mentioned that amoment to acquire power. Yet, the former ruler
messenger was sent to the Moldavian voivode lop longer represented, in the imperial capital, not
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even a reserve solution. Supplementaryas Moldova which, under Bogdan Il, acquired a
explanations concerning this fact have bedirm anti-Ottoman direction in its external
impossible to find. The lack of a reaction fronpolitics. The treaty concluded with Hungary,
the Ottoman power consolidates the idea of mentioned in a letter sent from the town of
momentary understanding with the new voivod&oman by the reigning prince Bogdan II, at the
of Walachia, Vladislav II. Information in this beginning of 1450, confirms this political
sense can be seized from the writing of thdirection**.
chronicler Laonic Chalcocondil who mentions The stage of the presence of the former ruler
that the new Walachian voievode has decidad Moldova remains, however, one of the most
that — given the uncertain political situation — henysterious during the epoch of his pilgrimages of
should send emissaries to the sultan and showdout eight years (1448-1456). The chronology
reconnect with the empire (L. Chalcocondilpf the events appears unclear, because of the lack
1958). of documentary information able to clarify the
Vlad's choice to turn to a state engaged in theolitical situations in which the young Draculea
anti-Ottoman fight can only be interpreted in oneertainly may have got involved.
way. His life must have been seriously Admitting that Vlad Tepe avoided the
endangered since he rapidly left the capital of tHettoman Empire and headed directly towards
Ottoman Empire. In this context, the issue of akloldova, some imagine that he may have ended
eventual assassination should not be considered here even before the ephemeral reign of
reticently. The voivode Vladislav II's desire toAlexander Il. At present there are two hypotheses
get rid of the young candidate who had alreadyprmulated concerning the origin of the character
occupied the throne before and had benefited f control of the Moldavian state during the brief
the imperial favours is perfectly explicable in théapse of time under analysis.
spirit of the times. The documents highlight that the last act
So, the presence of Vilafleps in the area bearing the seal of Petru Il dates from October
ruled by the Ottoman power was becomindg0, 1448** Until the first months of 1449, it is
impossible. With any sacrifice, the countriezonsidered that the country of Moldova was led
leading the anti-Ottoman fight had to béy a certain Ciufir, seen either as a member of
convinced that the submission to the Turkisthe family of Alexandru cel Bun (Alexander the
power, in the year 1448, had represented Good) (N. lorga, 1904) or as a Hungarian
momentary option and not a political credo. commander of the Csupor lineage, sent by the
Only the memory of his father could haveTransylvanian ruler to assure Moldova’'s defense
justified, initially, in a certain way, the choice(C. Rezachevici, 2001). Whichever thesis we
made. The reception of Vlad Dracul in thanay accept, it is clear that the party governing at
Dragon’s Order, in 1431, was no ordinary thingthe time was faithful to the Christian alliance
The defense of Christianity and the anti-Ottomaformed around Hungary.
crusade was at the root of this military-religious At least beginning with February 1449****
society (C. Rezachevici, 1998). Even though ithe throne of Moldavia was occupied by the
many of the events in which he was later ominor Alexander the Young under the
involved, as the Turkish invasion of Transylvanigrotectorate of Poland and of an internal boyar
in 1438 (V. Ciocaltan, 1976), he acted against thgarty. Young Alexander, a child aged around 11,
norms imposed by this distinction, the titledid not have the capacity to control the country’s
received by the former Walachian sovereign affairs, which were in the hands of the same
Nurnberg in the presence of the great sovereigngyars of the divan of Petru Il (C. Hriban, 2005).
Sigismund of Luxemburg, symbolized a momernit is with their help that Vladlepg must have
whose solemnity could not have been wipedbtained the permission to stay in Moldova.
away easily. The victory won in front of Giurgiu We do not know the arguments that were
and of the fortified city of Turnu, along with theimportant when this decision was made: the fact
voivode lancu of Hunedoara, attenuated some thfat the former Walachian ruler had been a vassal
the proportions of the Christian disaster fronof the Empire or the very change of his political
Varna (November 10, 1444) and of theoption. The boyars of the Princely Divan had also
controversial image of his reign. participated, most of them, to the vassal's
Returning to the chain of events, we cahomage expressed by Petru Il to Poland in
notice that the handiest decision for VI@dpe August 1448. So, it is natural to think that he was
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received and accepted as a former protégé of tRemanian states, where the rulers had to assure,
Ottoman power with which the Polish Kingdomin order to remain on the throne, a minimum
was maintaining peaceful relations at the time. balance in the relations with the other states of

At the same time, we do not have any piece difie area as well.
evidence demonstrating that at the respective From the perspective of Moldova, getting
date, the Hungarian Kingdom was interested iclose to Hungary becomes a necessity. It can be
any way in supporting him. The good relationgrasped in the framework of the two alliance
with the Walachian ruler Vladislav Il and thetreaties concluded with lancu of Hunedoara on
preparation of a candidate for the Moldaviafrebruary 11****** and July 5, 1450******
throne (Bogdan, nephew or son of Alexander theoth initiated in the context of certain Polish
Good) situated VladTepe rather among the military actions aiming to reenthrone young
undesirable characters. Alexander.

The appointment of Bogdan Il as ruler by the The fights to keep the throne of Moldova
end of 1449, with military support from proved extremely difficult, the Polish candidate
Transylvania*****  did not generate the managing for a while to occupy the capital from
modification of prince Vlad's situation in the Suceava. Bogdan Il will maintain his control over
Moldavian state. Brought to power by lancu of part of Moldova with the town of Roman, from
Hunedoara, Bogdan Il is constrained, even sineghere he will send his first alliance letter to the
the first months of his enthronement, to get imoivode of Transylvania. Very probably, the
touch with the Polish nobles who could provideuler's son,Stefan Ill, participated in the military
military help for young Alexander at anyconfrontations, especially as the experience
moment. This evolution is confirmed by the letteduring the decisive battle of Crasna (September
sent by the Moldavian ruler to the noble Ditrict6, 1450) will be used, decades later, by him, in
Buczaczki, on December 2, 1449, in which hewo more famous clashes, at Vaslui and Codrul
was asked to no longer give support to youngosminului (C. Rezachevici, 2001). The good
Alexander**. On an eventual pressure fromrelations with Stefan during the period of the
Hungary to chase away VIakkps, there are no pilgrimages after the year 1451 can make us
available data. think that VladTepe& was an active participant to

So, the support given to the former ruler byhe then Moldavian-Polish confrontations.

Bogdan Il was justly considered starting from the After just one year of peace, the former
existence of certain kinship relations. His motheroivode of Walachia was once again in a very
had been the sister of Roman II, the niece afangerous hypostasis that had not been
Alexander the Good, and VIatkepe, in his turn, anticipated by any of the members of the
was the nephew of Bogdan Il (N. Stoicescuyloldavian ruler's entourage. On the night of
1976). October 15 to 16, 1451 Bogdan Il fell prey to a

Moreover, the similarities between the twalot, being killed in the locality of Riseni*****,
were not missing. Walachia had represented Tdhe choc must have been all the greater, as the
shelter for the actual Moldavian ruler during théilling was plotted by a relatively little known
very dangerous years of his youth, even at tleandidate, Petru, supported by the Polish through
court of the ruler Vlad Dracul (N. lorga, 1904)the intervention of the former ruler young
The return of this possible help remains &lexander with whom he was to share the power.
probable hypothesis. Vlad Tepe was, for the first time since his

The connections established by Bogdan Hrrival in Moldova, in a real danger. His fidelity
with the Hungarian Kingdom have rather do the deceased ruler apparently created an
formal character. The weakening of the power ampossible barrage between the new power and
the governor lancu in Hungary is the reason fdris pretensions. The pressure was just as strong
it. Strong families such as Cilli or Garai nowfor Petru Aron, who, during a 4 months reign
contest the offensive anti-Ottoman politic¥October 1451 - February 1452) did not manage
promoted by lancu (C. Mugan, 1968). It was to emit any document and did not obtain the
the beginning of the diplomatic negotiations witlsupport of either Poland or Hungary to keep the
the Ottoman power, concluded in 1451. Théhrone.
weakening of lancu of Hunedoara’s position was However, the brutal changes in Moldova gave
also felt in the relations with the extra-Carpathiaan impetus to Prince Vlad to leave these places
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together with youngstefan, the target being thehypothesis, we need to think that such a boyar
south of Transylvania (LSimanschi, 2003). party had a philo-Ottoman orientation and, in this

Yet, all the problems in Moldova did notgiven context, any military action against
mean anything, compared to the evolution of thé/alachia would have been directed directly
relations among the great powers of the area. Thgainst the Ottoman Empire.
conclusion of the treaty from Adrianople, on Eliminating this supposition, the only
November 20, 1451, between the Ottomahypothesis remains the formation of an army in
Empire and Hungary, built a new barrier in theéhe area of Brgv out of his own resources or by
way of Vlad Tepg's plans, consolidating the engaging in some debts to the rich urban
position of the Walachian ruler Vladislav Il. habitants. Such actions would have been enough

When Mehmet Il came to power, in Februaryo trigger the reaction of the Transylvanian
1451, the Walachian voivode gets close to theivode.

Ottoman power, sending rich gifts to the sultan While the document of February 6 makes
and to the high dignitaries, yet at the same timalusions to the return to Moldavia of the
preserving the relations with Hungary. Thanks t@alachian candidate, the following letter sent by
the agile politics meant to maintain the balancncu of Hunedoara, on March 30, 1452, sheds
between the two forces, the Walachian stagven more light on this case****** By means of
obtained important guarantees by signing the i the Transylvanian voivode announced the
year armistice. Walachia was paying the tributpeople of the town of Bsav that Vlad had

to the Porte, and the two states guaranteeeturned to Moldavia. His return to Moldavia,
Vladislav II's reign and their non-involvement inregarded from the perspective of these two
his internal problems. documents, is, in our opinion, indubitable.

From the perspective of the former ruler, Vlad Could a Moldavian state led for the second
Teps, the situation seemed without solutiontime by young Alexander still have provided
Maybe this is why he tried the extreme solutiorshelter for the Walachian adventurer? The young
attacking Walachia and taking over the poweruler of Moldavia needed a balanced politics,
This piece of information can be grasped from aspecially with Transylvania, where the fugitive
document sent by lancu to the people ofsBva Petru Aron had taken refuge, and the eventual
on February 6, 1452, by which he was asking thatceptance olepg may have been made even
the former ruler should be sent back to Moldovhased on lancu of Hunedoara's suggestion, in
and no military support should be given to himorder to exert a supplementary pressure on the
as he was trying to go against Vladislav lItuler of Walachia.
without informing or taking into account lancu’'s The gap intervened in the Walachian-
will****** Sych an action situated Hungary in a Hungarian relations marked the beginning of the
delicate position, as long as a claimant startéd cascension of Vladlepg. The crisis intervened
from Transylvania to acquire the throne ofSomewhere in the autumn of 1452 was strictly
Walachia. lancu of Hunedoara was seriouslgonnected to the monetary reform introduced by
endangering the good enacting of the Turkishfladislav 1l by means of which the Romanian
Hungarian treaty through his non-involvement imlucat was assimilated to the Turkish asper. The
such an action. first official reaction from lancu de Hunedoara

The question that remains is what suppodppeared in October 1452, when he asked the
may VladTepe had relied on at the beginning ofpeople of Brgov to accept neither the Turkish
1452. It must have existed, at least theoreticallyior the Romanian coin (N. Stoicescu, 1976). The
otherwise the concern of Hungary's governoacme of this conflict will be illustrated by the
appears meaningless. confiscation of the two Walachian properties in

A hypothesis admitted in this sense was thEransylvania, Amlga and Rgiras, which had
existence of a boyar party faithful to Videépe, belonged for about a century to the Walachian
since his first reign, who had found shelter, everulers.
from the end of the year 1448, in the south of The return of VladTepg in Transylvania
Transylvania (R.S. Ciobanu, 1979). The shortmust have occurred in the context of the breakup
period during which he occupied the throneppeared between lancu de Hunedoara and the
makes it hard to admit the coalition of somé&Valachian ruler, so around the end of the
boyar forces able to give him support after almosummer of 1452.
half a decennium. Even if we were to accept the On September 24, Vladislav Il rebuked the
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people of Brsgov for sheltering some of his 1456), arranged by Acad.Stefan Pascu,
enemies, mentioning the Walachian Cernica, whoonstantin Cihodaru, Konrad G. Gundisch,
had caused serious economic damages Dammaschin Mioc, Viorica Pervain, Bucytie
him******_ The enemies from the above- Editura Academiei R.S.R., 1977, p. 411, 415,
mentioned document may have been the allies 424, 425.
Teps or, why not, may have even acted with the ******* Documente privitore la Istoria
tacit agreement of the Transylvanian voivode. Romanilor culese de Eudoxiu Hurmuzaki
To conclude, the whole political network the(Documents on Romania’s History, collected by
young voivode had got involved in after havingeudoxiu Hurmuzaki), XV/I, 1358-1600, Actai
left his first reign seemed to finally clarify &t scrisori din arhivele ogglor ardelene (Bista,
by little, although some tense episodes would stilirasov, Sibiu) publicate dupcopiile Academiei
exist. The most representative remains the plBooméane de Nicolae lorgaDécuments and
from Geoagiu, related by the ruler himself, in &etters of the Transylvanian Towns’ Archives
letter sent to the people of the Sibiu Town, iBistrita, Brgov, Sibiu), Published according to
which he had been drawn by two supporters dfie Copies Given to the Romanian Academy by
Viadislay [[x**¥*x* Nicolae lorga), Bucurgi, Atelierul grafic Socecu
Prince Vlad arrived in Transylvania under th& Comp., 1911, p. 38, 47.
wing of the great protector of the Christian Andreescu$S., 1998, Vlad Tepg Dracula
Europe, lancu of Hunedoara. It was just a mattémtre legend si adewvir istoric (Vlad Tepe
of time until the captain of the Hungarian armyDracula between Legend and Historical Myjth
would send him to rule over Walachia. Thesecond edition, revised, Editura Enciclopédic
sinewy road allowing him to reacquire the poweBucursti, p. 50-51.

was drawing to an end. Ciobanu R.S., 1979, Pe urmele lui Vlad
Tepg (Following Vlad Tepss), Editura Sport-
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