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An uncommon archaeological discovery: an incised béprint of a church on a
brick from Prince Brancoveanu’s architectural complex of Potlogi

Florin Gabriel Petrier*, Mihai Claudiu Nistase*

* Princely Court” National Museum Téargawe, 7 Justiei Street, Targogte 130017, Damboga County,
Romania, emailfloringabrielpetrica@yahoo.com.

Abstract. An uncommon archaeological discovery: an incisaeaeptint of a church on a brick from Prince
Brancoveanu's architectural complex of Potloghe archaeological discovery that makes the stigeour
paper regards the identification of an incisedamegtilar blueprint of a church on a brick foundhe tourtyard

of Potlogi Palace. Churches such as this, datimg the times of Prince Constantin Brancoveanusialllar in

plan can be found in Potlogi, Mogmia and Doicgi. It is a distinct possibility that even one dfose
mentioned above could be represented on the bricjuestion. We consider, however, based on a short
historical context described in this material, teauld be the case of St. Nicholas church frofgiFas, a
corollary of Prince Constantin Brancoveanu’s pecéitiideology, which core was the figure of PrincéhM
Viteazul.

Key-words: church, incised blueprint, medieval age, Potlglace, Romania

Our short paper mainly aims to provide &ulture and National Cultural Heritage was
general presentation and description of arequested for preventive archaeological research
exceptional medieval age artefact discoverguermits (no. 198/2010 and no. 55/2012). The
during the archaeological research carried ouésearch team was lead by Ph.D. Gheorghe
within the premises of Potlogi Palace, Damigavi Olteanu and the members of the research team
County, Romania. These archaeologicakere: Ph.D. Ovidiu Cirstina, Ph.D. Diaconescu
investigations were a step in the process @fetru Virgil, Mihai Claudiu Nstase, Cheosea
obtaining the rightful approvals from Ministry of Felician and Ph.D. candidate Florin Gabriel
Culture and National Cultural Heritage for thePetric (G. Olteanu et al., unpublished report).
development and completion the project of The artefact that makes the subject of our
restoration and reconstruction Potlogi Palageresentation is a building brick on which was
architectural complex  (,Restaurarea si traced a plan of a church (fig. 1, 2). Its discgver
valorificarea durab#l a patrimoniului cultural was done during a surface survey in the court
precumsi crearea /modernizarea infrastructyiii yard of the palace, it was recovered fragmentary,
utilitatilor conexe, 1n zona ansambluluibroken into two halves. Despite that it kept most
brancovenesc Potlogi comuna Potlogi, jutle of the incised elements which allowed a rather
Dambovia” — “Restoration and sustainableeasy restoration. This does not undermine the
upgrade of cultural heritage and setting up éffort and the skills of our colleagues from the
modernization of infrastructure and relatedRestoration Laboratory of National Museums
utilities, in the area of Potlogi PalaceComplex “Princely Court” Targoyie, Daniela
architectural complex, Potlogi communejamandi and Andrei Sdatescu, whom we thank
Potlogi, Dambowa County” ). once again*. The size of the object studied is part

Under these circumstances, thef the typological format bricks used in the
Archaeological Service from the Ministry ofconstruction of buildings in the whole
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architectural complex built here by Prince  As the blueprint suggests, it is an elongated,
Brancoveanu and its dimensions are 29x15x#ctangular church therefore without asides,
cm. The church, incised in raw slurry is 24x7 crnesembling on its graphical representation more
and space components of this construction amith a ship. The first question, otherwise normal,
porch 7x3,5 cm .; narthex 5x5 cm; nave 4x5 cnis related to the identification of this blueprint
The altar is represented as a triangle, 4 cm amdth an existing or perished church and it can not
5.5 cm at the base. isosceles sides. Measuremdrds in our opinion, sought than between the
were made on the inside wall of the churclehurches with rectangular planning raised by the
having a thickness of 1.5 cm, the hatched witgreat prince (fig. 3-5) (for the typology and the
oblique lines. chronology of this type of churches see N.
Ghika-Budesti, 1936). Since Potlogi Palace was
built between 1697-1698, and certainly the brick
in question comes from one of the buildings of
this architectural complex, it comes somehow
natural to think of a church that was already in a
constructional process at that date or was to be
built somewhere around the year 1698.

__<__-__\

Fig. 1 - Photography of the artifact — brick with a
church incised sketch

As the plan suggests, it is an elongated
rectangular church without side aisles so, and
plotted almost like a ship. The first question,
otherwise normal, is related to the identification
of this church.

_Typological the object that makes the pig 5 . prawing of church’s incised blueprint
subject of our study, with its dimension: 29x15x4 (by restorer Andrei Scarlatescu)
cm, is the same as the bricks used in the

construction of buildings of the whole  The year 1698 was rich in constructions for

architectural ~ complex  Prince  Constantirbrince Brancoveanu, it was the tenth year of his
Brancoveanu (1688 — 1714) raised in Potlogigign as well. The new princely courts were

The church, incised in raw slurry is 24x7 cm andheant 1o represent the peak his constructive
its represented space components of t&torts and this year Potlogi Palace was
construction are: porch 7x3,5 cm; narthex 5Xt5,ompleted as well as a new painting for the

cm; nave 4x5 cm. The altar is represented asgang Princely Church of his summer residence
triangle, with a 4 cm base and 5.5 cm for th?érgoviste.

isosceles sides. All measurements represent inner Beyond the mountains, in Transylvania
dimensions of the spaces, the walls of the dravyince Constantin Brancoveanu initiates another

church have a thickness of 1.5 cm and they aggnstructional process, starting in the years 1697-
hatched with oblique lines. 1698, from Sambata de Sus, his grandfather's
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estate, Preda Brancoveanu tagdfas, where ideologically, of the earlier Prince Mihai
previously there had been a church founded B¥iteazul's politics. Moreover, in addition to his
Prince Mihai Viteazul (1593 - 1601). About lastfamily estate from S&nita de Sus, whose
prince’s chronicle states: “in this year Hisarchitectural  components  will  undergo
Highness sent Neagoe pitariul aMscu in substantial transformation in the years 1698 -
Transylvania, in Fagagato finish the church, 1701, the prince will rebuild in the same period,
which foundations were started since last yeaanother two churches, whose first founder was
all on His expense. For Christians there did nd®rince Mihai Viteazul (R. Greceanu, p. 46).
had a church of their own and many prayers had These churches are those from Ocna Sibiu
they sent for it before and His Highness did naind Fgaras, first built in 1701, the latter being
shirk from this divine task, more than that Hebuilt, after long delays, in two stages in the gear
happily answered their prayers and sent Hik697 and 1698.
envoys to build a large and beautiful church, in  The church from &giras was built on the
remembrance and honour of the great miracleest of FRgaras Fortress, by Prince Mihai
worker, St. Nicholas Mirlicheischii ” (R. Viteazul, at a date that can not be determined
Greceanu, p. 498). exactly, probably soon after the year 1595. Its
By this constructional effort across theexistence must have been quite short, since in
mountains, Prince Constantin Brancoveanli617 Gabriel Bethlen, Prince of Transylvania,
placed himself in the lineage of his illustriougnentioned it at past tense. Prince Constantin
predecessors on Wallachia’s throne, protectingrancoveanu’s intentions to restore the church,
materially and spiritually the Orthodox Church irstarted since 1694 but they have not been
Transylvania (M. G. Abrudan, 2014). achievable earlier than 1697, when the
Moreover, as we shall see, the princéoundations stone was put first (R. Greceanu, p.
wanted saw himself as a follower, at leas43).
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Fig. 3 - Blueprint of Doicgti Church (after N.  Fig. 4 - Blueprint of Moggoaia Church (after N.
Ghika-Budesti, 1936 — sketch CI). Ghika-Budesti, 1936 — sketch CIX).
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Fig. 5 - Blueprint of Egaras Church (after N. Ghika-Budesti, 1936 — sketch GVII

The church’s inscription is eloquent inportraits gallery located in the narthex above
attesting these two constructional stages: “Thimentioned Grand Church from Targge. In
holy and divine church of the Orient, I, this respect, | presented the paper with the title
Costandin B. Bsarabu Waywode, Lord and “Once more on the votive painting from the
Protector of all the land of Wallchia / For gloryGrand Church of the princely residence in
and praise of the blessed and contained in thréérgoviste” during the debates of the scientific
ipostasis and one being Trinity and for Stsession‘Brancoveanu 300. Old capital cities of
Nicholas Mirelechii's Bishop wonder-worker Wallachia between East and We3iargovite,
whose patron is, from keystone and with all th#lay 23 2014. | tried, on this occasion,
expense, he founded and built in year 1698 of tliedicated to the memorial of martyr waywode, to
world’s absolution, in the tenth year of his reigndemonstrate the political message the prince
And it begun in the month of June, thé"iday encrypted in the votive painting containing this
and was finished in the month of September, theortraits gallery located in the nartex of the
30" day in the year - and in there times wa&rand Princely Church of Targagté. He refers,
steward Neagoe Pitaralescu — the year 7206 on the one hand, to the anti-Ottoman and
from the creation of the world, year 1697” (N.unifying political legacy of Prince Mihai
lorga, 1906) Viteazul, ideologically continued by princes of

By its planning, the &garas church attracted ruling families Craiovgti and Cantacuzino and,
our attention by default (fig. 5), considering,aas on the other hand, he expressed the idea of
working hypothesis, for the moment, thatByzantine imperial heritage, traceable even
perhaps, it is the church represented on bridarlier since the times of Prince Neagoe Basarab
found in the court yard of Potlogi Palace since i€l511 - 1521) and to whom Prince Constantin
the only building corresponding to this blueprinBrancoveanu was not a stranger.
built by the prince in those years. Another key  St. Nicholas church ofdgiras was built by
element that also drew our attention is the closgonstantin Brancoveanu, on the site of the elder
connexion, like true arch over time, that Princehurch of Mihai Viteazul, with rather large
Brancoveanu achieved, in this way, with Princdimensions of 30x10 m. It has a massive
Mihai Viteazul, ideological connexion suggesteactagonal bell tower on the narthex (N. Ghika-
by the political message contented in the votivBudesti, 1936). The church has rectangular
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shape, with an elliptical apse covered by a *The artefact numbers among those c. 700
spherical dome and on the northern facade tiselected by their exceptional value to be part of
staircase of the bell tower. Ten octagonal pillahe exhibition "Treasures of Romania in China”
bear up an open porch. The windows and doors
frames have Gothic profiles and the roof, redone, Bibliography
gives the church a characteristic note in the Abrudan Mircea-Gheorghe, 201@titoriile
region’s landscape. The church is subdivided intpansilvinene ale Sfantului voievod Constantin
porch, narthex, nave and altar. The shrine’s apBeancoveanuAstra Salvensis, 3, p. 32-51.
is semicircular on the interior and polygonal on  Ghika-Budati N., 1936, Evoluia
the exterior (G. lonescu, 1937, p. 186). arhitecturii Tn Munteniasi Oltenia. 1V. Noul stil

Returning to Egiras church’s inscription, din veacul al XVlll-lea Buletinul Comisiei
we see that it contains, a rather common featukdonumentelor Istorice, XXIX, Bucusé,
of the inscriptions for the constructional works of ~ Greceanu Radu, Istoria domniei lui
PrinceStefan cel mare (1457 - 1504), mentioningConstantin Basarab Brincoveanu voievo(A
both the beginning and end of the constructiohistory of Constantin Basarab Brancoveanu
works. The second phase, that of 1698, becaudéaywode’ reigh in Dan Horia Mazilu (ed.),
that is referred to in the text, certainly include€ronicari munteni, Editura Fundgei Nationale
the start date as June 17th. pentrusStiinta si Arta, 2004, p. 498.

The date June 17th is present in the painters lonescu Grigore, 1937storia arhitecturii
inscription of the Great Princely Church ofroméanesti, Bucurati, p 186.
Targovite, painted for the first time, as Tereza lorga N., 1906, Scrisori si inscripfii
Sinigalia underlines, during the reign of Princardelenesi maramureseneg Bucurati.
Mihai Viteazul (T. Sinigalia, 2001). The Olteanu Gheorghe, Diaconescu Petru-Virgil,
coincidence of these data, we believe, is ndtistase Mihai Claudiu, PetdcFlorin Gabriel,
really random, for it is precisely a binder to th&Cheosea Felician Constantin, Cirstina Ovidiu,
illustrious figure of Prince Mihai Viteazul, the Cercetiri arheologice la complexul
above mentioned church of agdras being brancovenesc de la Potlgghpublished report in
nothing else but a sequel in the constructional tiie archive of “Princely Court” National
Targovite, the main residence of Prince MihaMuseums Complex Targaye.
Viteazul since the autumn of 1596. Sinigalia Tereza, 2001Mihai Viteazul

ctitor, Ed. Vremea, Bucusé.
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